MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD 15th JUNE 2011
Held at the Southern Go Kart Club Training Centre – Summer Rd, Bolivar

AKASA Executive – Ian Willams, Chris Whibley, Geoff Hall, Brian Sparrow (phone), Debbie Lester

AKASA Officials – Rod Clee



Dublin – Craig Denton

Southern – Dave Boorman



GKCSA – Nathan Burgess/Greg Stillwell

Barossa – Nat Rugolo




Whyalla – John Karavas

Mt Gambier – Brian Sparrow (phone) Rod Clee
Broken Hill – Mick Stott

Apologies – Trish Bartlett, Keith Bartlett, Simon Layne, Jim Lester

Visitors – Dave Thompson (SGKC), Kym Hannam (SGKC)

Meeting opened at 7:50pm with Ian Williams in the chair
Minutes of the Previous Meeting – 

Accepted – GKCSA


Seconded – Barossa


All in favor
Correspondence – Accepted as read
Secretary’s Report – no report tabled due to Trish’s absence however Ian reported that Trish had been given some grief about the price of transponders & that the correct price had not been recorded on AKASA website. 
Treasure’s Report – Debbie reported that there is currently $43k available funds to the association with expected accts to be paid of $20k. Term Deposits of $52k, details provided of why these funds are held in reserve. Debbie advised that one (1) Term Deposit is due and will seek the best interest rate at the time for reinvesting. 

Accepted – Broken Hill


Seconded – Dublin


All in favor
Craig asked if the amount of $50k is what the association is currently running with in the available funds accounts. Debbie confirmed that the amount of approx $45k is a rolling amount that is required to meet monthly expenses. 
Stewards Report – Rod reported that the meetings have been relatively quiet. The stewards will up the pace of the roll a rounds for the next few meetings to see how it goes after receiving complaints of them being to slow.
Track Inspectors Report – No Report

Publicity Officer’s Report -  Come N Try went well with 143 people attending. Clubs need to provide the dealers with membership forms & make themselves available for queries. 
Dave Boorman – he is available on behalf of Southern 24 hours a day 7days a week for queries in regards to club membership or karting in general.

CMS Licence issues in that there is an incorrect perception about whether your licence renewal or new application has been processed as there is nothing generated from the system to say that your licence has been ordered please allow a week for processing.  Deb pointed out concerns that new people coming into the sport do not realize that the majority of persons at club level & state level are all volunteers. Chris spoke about the fact that things don’t just happen over night.
Craig spoke about how the system needs to have an automated response back to the applicant with someone recently having done their licence online only to realize 5 weeks later that they had not received their licence – they did not realize that they would not receive a new card.

Dave – some urgency from people may have been caused due to Trish going away and people wanting to race on that weekend. 

There was a general discussion by all in relation to an auto response from the system.

Geoff spoke about how in the old days you could get your licence at a go kart shop on a Saturday & race on the Sunday. Craig spoke about how this has been looked at in the past but there had been a failure for information to be passed on

Craig spoke about how the AKA are collecting feedback from users of the system and that if people don’t let the AKA know then they can’t fix it. Deb asked if more info should have been rolled out to the karting community prior to the release
Technical Inspector’s Report – Geoff spoke about the Black Box similar to leopard needs testing/evaluation – Rev limited. Craig asked if there was current software available to the techs to check it. Geoff voiced concern that the tech’s had not been at NKC meeting to talk about it. Craig spoke about ceramic axle bearings. Brian referred those present to Chapter 25 of current AKA rule book – no rolling parts made of ceramic so ceramic bearings would not be permitted.
Tribunal Officers Report – No report

NKC Delegate’s Report -  Brian reported that he will attend the NKC Committee meeting next week. North Shore Loan of $100k had been approved by NSW and the track has been resurfaced. There was some objection to the funds being provided to a hire kart facility however there is no other track within 150kms and it was felt the sport would suffer due to a lack of facilities. AKA NSW has guaranteed the loan.

Dealer licence is available for people to use the track at $250.00

On 23rd June there will be a special general meeting phone hookup to discuss the change of name from AKA to Karting Australia. The idea is to modernize the name and move with the times.

Chris asked if track starting lights are on the Agenda to discuss at the next NKC Committee Meeting.

Supp Reg’s Report –Brian reported that supp reg’s are going well however with only 3 weeks until Whyalla’s City of Titles he had not received the supp regs. John will contact Alby Quinn to find out what is happening with them.

Pro Series – Craig spoke about the recently cancelled meeting (rnd 2) with only 1 of the Pro Classes reaching the minimum entry numbers with only 44 entries for the entire meeting. The Pro Series dates had been slotted in after all the other dates had been placed into the calendar. In hindsight it was not a good idea to have had a Pro Series meeting so close to a FSC meeting. It also hadn’t been thought that Mildura would be as big as it was this year as had been relatively low key for a while now.  Craig asked the Southern delegate if the classes for C of A had been sorted as it may be that the Pro Series meeting needs to slotted in with another meeting. 
Nat asked if it was felt that the success of the Mildura meeting was the demise of the Pro Series meeting, the general thought was yes.

Deb asked Craig if he thought it was anything to do with the lateness of the calendar 

Dave asked if people are becoming more selective about the meetings they enter due to the affordability. Craig agreed that people are becoming very selective.

There was some general conversation about Restricted 125 and B grade drivers racing in this class. Brian confirmed that if the class is called Sportsman Restriced 125 Combined @ 170kg any grade driver can enter.

General Business – 

Dublin Moved – Upgrade for Bradley Connor. Craig spoke about his achievements. 125 Restriced happy to do a “P” plate  - will be upgraded to a B grade if all okay.

Seconded – Broken Hill
All present in favour.

Southern Moved – Upgrade for Scott Woods. Dave spoke about his achievements as per letter provided from Dirt Kart Assoc. Happy to do a “P” Plate meeting – Stewards will review him at the up and coming race meeting. Southern to obtain a letter from Scott & submit to Trish for the next SKC meeting.

Chris spoke on behalf of Barossa and asked the thoughts of the delegates about suspending licences for non payment of race entries, club has recently experienced the no show of competitors who entered via the CMS online pre entry system and also did not make payment. Chris outlined that there needs to be some form of payment confirmation/commitment regardless of how you enter. Chris asked if the club is entitled to seek the funds from the entrants.
Dave said thought that it was possibly not a contract as the club has the right to accept or refuse the entry and that nothing goes back to the competitor to say that their entry has been accepted. 

Chris spoke about how a race secretary has enough to do with out contacting people about payments.

Craig thought that it was a club issue and it is up to each of the clubs how they handle it.

Chris asked about the DNF & DNS point system and how it needs to be made uniform.
Craig explained that the recent FSC meeting had not been set up as per the supp regs and that was the problem.

Dave asked if the SKC should make it a ruling about how it the DNS & DNF is written.

General consensus was that DNF should not be field + 1 

Vote for NKC Co-delegate position was voted on with Nathan Burgess being elected.

Mick would like to nominate Tom Nicks (NSW) for the position of National Track Inspector – all in favor.

General discussion about the numbers being down in karting and that Mick has seen people moving from bitumen to dirt karting with people stating that bitumen karting has become too expensive.  
Mick will be away for the next meeting and Graham Jensen will be in attendance on behalf of Broken Hill.

Visitor Question from K Hannam
Where can he go for guidance on the engine he should look to be buying for a junior to be able to move into the senior ranks?

Craig thought that the Junior Performance class should be the guide as it is progressing in some states however it has not yet taken off here.

Dave asked which engine it should be that the state should be pushing – rotax with a restrictor or should it be the leopard.

General discussion was held around the subject.

Meeting was closed at 10:10pm

Next Meeting – Wednesday 20th July will be at the Office of the AKASA, 216 Lady Gowrie Drive, Largs Bay.

